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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

It will be interesting to watch these two young Chicago 
poets, travelling such different roads from the same start- 
ing-point. //. M. 

STILL A SOUL TO SAVE 

Be/ore Dawn, by Irene Rutherford McLeod. B. W. 

Huebsch. 

On the jacket of Before Dawn appears the same portrait 
of Miss McLeod which adorned the extremely promising 
Songs to Save a Soul, published several years ago. The fact 
is significant. Miss McLeod has not developed. She is still 
trying to save her soul, but she has grown a trifle weary in 
the process. 

Most of the poems express a woman's reaction to the 
war. One does* not doubt the author's sincerity; but fresh, 
deep-rooted poignancy is lacking. And there is a lack of 
reticence, of restraint — qualities hardly to be expected in a 
poet who writes of a lover and his beloved as "twin ships 
of joy upon a summer sea." 

Included in the book is a sequence of sixteen inconse- 
quential sonnets. There are good lines, but enough 
atrocious ones to appal, or amuse, the reader; for example: 
How sexual education still is rotten. 
Monogamy in males is nature's freak. 

This scorpion janitress, whose watchful part 
Is to destroy who comes his heart to maim. 

Probably the best lines are at the end of one of the longer 
poems, untitled like most of them. 
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Still a Soul to Save 

Patient Mother, I have come, 
With some withered flowers, home: 
Some were flowers, some were weeds — 
life has given to both their seeds. 
Lying in thy heart, I pray 
Winds may bear the weeds away 
Where their roots shall sprawl in vain. 
But O my flowers, spring again! 

For that matter, Miss McLeod is at her best in her long- 
er poems. Maggie Winwood, a narrative of some seven 
hundred rhymed octosyllabic lines, has elements of 
strength, effectiveness in character portrayal, and re- 
straint. Objectiveness is the saving grace of this poem, as 
a somewhat futile subjectiveness explains the weakness 
of other poems in the volume. Nelson Antrim Crawford 

COLERIDGE AND WORDSWORTH 

Coleridge's Biographia Literaria, with Wordsworth' s Preface 
and Essays on Poetry. University Press, Cambridge, 
England. 

This caption summarizes the elaborate title of a work 
dealing with the earliest of the reform movements in mod- 
ern English verse — a work edited by George Sampson and 
introduced, lengthily, by Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch. The 
volume offers such portions of Coleridge's book as can be 
combined to form a shapely little treatise for the use of " all 
who enjoy a poet's interpretation of poetry unclouded by 
the obscurity of yesterday's philosophy," and also those 
Words worthian essays "out of which the book arose and 
without which it might never have been written. " Quiller- 
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